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History of the Holy Translators

By
Tamar Sarkisian, 12" grade
(class of 2006)

Our very first translated sentence inscribed on parchment had its genesis by the
hands of Mesrop Mashtots and his pupils. With the newly crafted Armenian letters, he
wrote, “Janachel Zimastoutiun yev Zkhrat Imanal Zbans Hanjaroy, “meaning, “That men
may know wisdom and instruction, understand words of insight.”

During the early years of the fifth century, the creators of the Armenian alphabet, St.
Sahak and St. Mesrop, together with the marvelous efforts of their pupils not only
translated the holy Bible, but they also gave the Armenian Church a national character,
established a network of Armenian schools, translated the invaluable works of the great
figures of world scholarship, and laid the foundation for Armenian historiography. It is
for this basic reason that the Armenian Church, in supreme appreciation, consecrated
these intellectual giants and established a special feast day in their memory- The Feast of
the Holy Translators

The Feast of the Holy Translators, which is celebrated by the Armenian people and
their Church, takes place once on the Thursday following the Fourth Sunday after
Pentecost and once on the second Saturday of October. It is a celebration that
commemorates the invention of the Armenian alphabet and its acclaimed founders St.
Mesrop Mashtots, Catholicos Sahak, and King VVramshapouh.

The inspiration to create an alphabet for the Armenian people came about during the
end of the fourth century, in 387, when Greek Byzantium and Persia, partitioned Armenia
between them and adopted a policy of assimilating the Armenian people. As a result, both
the Persians and the Greeks immediately put an end to Armenian self —rule. With this
very difficult political situation prevailing at the beginning of the fifth century, King
Vramshapouh, Catholicos Sahak, and Mesrop Mashtots, worked cooperatively to study
the prevailing state of affairs and thought about the liberation of the Armenian people and
their security. The three dignitaries knew that it was unthinkable to wage a war against
their two powerful neighbors, and therefore believed it necessary to keep the people alert
and well aware of the danger of the threat to their cultural integrity. They believed that
this could be accomplished by putting an emphasis on the development of a distinctive
national culture. Therefore St. Mesrop Mashtots methodically took a journey to the most
famous cultural and academic centers of the times, Edessa, Samosat, and Byzantium, and
through diligent effort he succeeded in devising the thirty-six magnificent letters well
able to express the delicate phonology of the Armenian tongue. He returned to
Vagharshapat triumphantly and devoted himself to the consecrated work he was to
undertake. As a result, many hundreds of schools were immediately opened, creating an
environment with a strong national spirit, and filling the people with hope regarding their
future.

The founding of the alphabet in 406 and the newly formed Armenian schools
awakened an extraordinary widespread enthusiasm. As a result of their notable linguistic
and cultural successes, and the evidence of their valuable intellectual creativity, the fifth
century became known as “The Golden Century of the Armenian People.” In this period,



many illustrious figures came to light in the national and cultural disciplines of theology,
literature, national history and philosophy. Some of these “chosen ones”, who are also
honored in the Feast of the Holy Translators include, St. Mesrop’s and Catholicos
Sahak’s followers, such as Koriun, Eznik Koghbatsi, historian Eghishe, Movses
Khorenatsi, and Hovhan Mandakuni.

Both the translators and their work have enjoyed high praises throughout history. In
the Armenian reawakening of the 19" century, their lives and works became a
widespread and worthy inspiration to scholars. There simply does not exist an Armenian
writer who either in prose or poetry has not expressed feelings of praise and gratitude for
their work. Furthermore, in 1962, the 1600™ anniversary of the birth of St. Mesrop
Mashtots was celebrated with great grandeur. On that occasion the world-famous
repository of Armenian illuminated manuscripts was named Mesrop Mashtots
Madenataran. All of this, and in addition the fact that both in the fatherland and in the
Diaspora numerous schools and churches are known by the hallowed names of our great
teachers, which offers further evidence that Armenians still remain grateful toward the
original teachers and translators of the Armenian language.
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ghwnuwj Jhwju JEY pwn, hjuw) dwdpniu ypwy, 6L Gu
YwnGuwd pub.

- 3w’ Gu:

N°Y hd pnéwh hwjGptuu, wnwiontwUu wku pwpd GL
aghoGpniwu wku punpniuy, dwuncyh Up wyku gniwpenil Gu
wnwntgh Up wku pdwuwnniu, uhpny wku hwabih Gu
gwpuwu wku gbnbghl:

N°Y hd wunw) hwjtptuu, ghtnwghh nL pwnwpwghh
LlGgnt, pwuntnphU nL pwagwinphu pGpupl jupdwn,
Epnhunwuwnn GL hnudyne, wwypw’é Juwu nnLu:

N°Y hu hdwjhg hwjtnptuu, wnopph Up wku Upuhpwnhg,
nGnh Up wtu ogunwywn, Gt Unngw) JEy Jwuyn, pnn w’
snwnuw) (Ggniu JGnwinn pGpuhu Jky:
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Lhiptp® vbgtnpnpn, Gortpnpn 6L Nipbpnpn nwuwpwulbpniu hwdwnp

uGr musSUhLEGre G UGr anruuuvuere

Ur. hUURUWYEUL

untep UGp dnnnypnwywl YkEwh
»Uwuntugh YwLhp«h Iwqupwdtwyhu

UGp hnjuwyww hhu Jwuptph dnip unigtph JGuntpGw
) )

Mwuwundhsubpp JGp Younmwhwn, dend ywurtnh (njuny
wlpky

Mwuwundniehitup UGp gpbghu Jwqwnwpeh dpwj ndagnju,-
Uh Uppuwpnd, Uh Yncd onny GL dguniptwdp ghotpu
wupntLu:

GnGtnubpp, néhpubpp hnpnwulbGph wphLtupnnwn,
®dnLgnudp hwjpGuhph 6L nunfuh untpp wuynwwn:

GL nnpwghU (wjwhwnws ndruGd pwhuinp Iwjwuwnwuhp
GL jntuwghU wpnwpnipGwl Uh funt wuwndént
nwuwunwuwnwluh:

Utn gbnentyh wwnq fupdhpenid, unipp odwhuh 2nipgp butnwé®
QniLuwulGpp JGp pwunwywn, wnetluGpp ghuh G hwg,
vhwbngbight junpwlwyp nhigwqutph dtp dGdwqon,

GL Swnptghu wwpwuniehitup nunfulGph UGp phepwienn:

GL hhrubghU wwwndniphlup juitpdwgnn dnnnynpnh,

Jwn hwirwwnny hwnptpp UGp wwwuntghu npnng npnh:
StGuwl pptn J6p wwywawl, wupuydth wqww nghl,
Rwjpbuhph uhpn) hwdwp Jhown pwpénpwgwé np-Ywjéwyhu:
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RUMAUUL2US SOU - INUSGUREN USUUN3eh UUhU
Lhiptp® vbgtnpnpn, Gortpnpn 6L Nipbpnpn nwuwpwulbpniu hwdwnp

UGr LG2NIL

IUUO UU3GUuuL

UGp tEgnitu JEp juhnél E nu,
Unipp hwigp JUGp uGnwup,
UGp hngnt Juugl E wpnwp
NL hwdp UGp ptpwlh:

Utp |Egntu éniful E JGEp tnwil,

UEn Y2hnt wztuwphp dtg,
Lw wnlu £ J&p hupuniptwl,
Encpbwl junphnipnp JUGé6:

UGp |Ggniu wphiul E G,

Uphtuhg wikih pwly,
Utp pnipdniupl nL pnjplu £ JGn,

Utp Gqnitu JEUp Gup, np Julp:

Lw Whwnh J&p wnwohl

Nt y&pghu ukpp thuh,

h°Us nLubup £ wohuwphnd,
Np wjupwl UGpp thuh:



RUMAUUL2US SOU - INUSGUREN USUUN3eh UUhU
Lhiptp® vbgtnpnpn, Gortpnpn 6L Nipbpnpn nwuwpwulbpniu hwdwnp

IU3GNrEL UohNLh IU3GrhL

hU2hY HNICSELS

UGnp 2niLpep |GgnLubpp Unp nL hpl,
UGnp 2nLpop fuouncd GU wjontu,

G’y fuoutlup, Gnpwn hd,
RwjbpkEl:

Unt| sGprwlp wju whtn (wnwdhl,
(@n)| stnwlp JGp |Ggntu wiGpGu.

G’y fuoutlup, Gnpwn hd,
Rwjtpktu:

UGup ntuGup wopuwphnid Uwuhu uwp,
Ujn uwnp qwihu £ nwptptu,
Lw wudbne fuountd £

Rwjbpktu:

Qwiwyhn hwjjwqbwl nwpng tnwp,
G4 aptup JGupnwGwUu nnwntnnd,
G’y fuoutlup UGp wlnt)

Fwnbnny:

Utq gptg Uh pwagnty wlontl,

(¢t Y’'nLqbu uGpniunutn Jtq ubptu,

Utup hw’) Gup, Gy uoublp
Rw)GpEu:

Wju onwn wphuwnhh gninbpned,

G’y uhptup JGp |Ggnil sEnpdonkl,

G4 JwntGup nL JwnnLGup
RwjbpkEl:
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Lhiptp® vbgtnpnpn, Gortpnpn 6L Nipbpnpn nwuwpwulbpniu hwdwnp

IU3N38 LG2NIL
MUSNHUIYUL lUUS,rEUL

AnL huwpwn
UGupnywwnwn

Unphipph wku
Qhug nL jwjwnwn:

AnL Jop Udwl
Uh2wn tnnicb Yulignn,
Uwjn hnnh wktu
Uh2wn wlwgnn:

AnL wjbwku Ynin,
Ujuwytu wlpho,
GL hug (w E,
Rwub] Gu hué:

@t Ynngkhp
Swlulwnpé wuhbuw,
hUswt’u fuoukp
Uwjpu hué hbuwn:
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